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Letter of Oliver Cromwell, copied exattly from the original, indorfed thus:

« For the Hon. William Lenthall, Speaker of the Commons’ Houfe of Parliament.”

e T Haverbrowe, Fune 14, 1643.

" Being commanded by you to this fervice, I think myfelf bound to acquaint you
with the good hand of God, towards you and us. We marched yefterday after the
King, who went before us from Daventry to Haverbrowe, and quartered about fix
miles from him. This day we marched towards him. He drew out to meet us.
Both armies engaged. We, after three hours fight very doubtful, at laft routed his
army ; killed and took about 5000; very many officers, but of what quality we yet
- know not. We took alfo about 200 carriages, all he had, and all his guns, being
‘12 in number ; whereof 2 were demi-culverins, and (I think) the reft lacers. We

urfued the enemy from three miles thort of Haverbrowe to nine beyeond, even to
the fight of Leicefter, whither the King fled. ' ;

Sir, this is none other but the hand of God, and to him alone belongs the glory,
wherein none are to fhare with him. The General ferved you with all faithfulnefs
and honour; and the beft commendation I can give of him is, that I dare fay he
attributes all to God, and would rather perith than affume to himfelf, which is an
honeft and a thriving way: yet as much for bravery muft be given him in this attion
as to a man. Honeft men {erved you faichfully in this a&tion. Sir, they are trufty.
T befeech you, in the name of God, not to difcourage them. 1 wifh this aétion may
beget thankfulnefs and humility in all chat are concerned in it. He that ventures
his life for the liberty of his country, I with he truft God for the liberty of his con-
fcience, and you for the liberty he fights for. In this he refts, who is your humble
fervant, Oriver CroMWELL.”

and Britonsin ancient times may feem to have ufed for a wood, confidering that two mighty great
woods, the one in that part of Gaul called Gallica Belgica, and the other, amongft us, in War=
wickfhire, are by one and the felf-fame name termed Arden. For the foreft of Desz in the
county of Gloucefter, fo called, as he conjedtures, from cutting off the firft fyllable of the word
Arden, wasawonderful thick foreft, and in former ages {o dark and terrible, by reafon of crooked
and winding ways, as alfo the griefly thade therein, that it made the inhabitants more fierce and -
bold to commit robberies; for in thereign of King Henry VI. they fo infefied all the Severn
fide with robbing and fpeiling, that there were laws made by authority of the parliament to re-
ftrain them j but fince that rich mines of iron were found here, thofe thick woods began to thin
by little and little” (p. 558). Tradition informs us Harborians -that the fite of our ancient St.
Mary’s church and its cemetery were formerly encompaffed with a thick wood, which extended
Weftward beyond the town. Camden tells alfo that ¢¢ the pretty mercat town of Henleyin Ar-
den in the county of Warwick is feated among the woods” (p. 566). And my nephew, the Rev,
Richard Bloxam, tells me the prefent very refpetable and genteel fociety of archers near Ather-
fion in the fame county ftyle themfelves Woodmen, and have the word Arden engraved on the
buttons of their uniform.” So much for the term Arden. You alk if there are any other epi-
_ taphs in the old church? and fay you fhould be glad of any particulars relative to it, to the ear=
~ lieft regifter, or to the town. I have collefted alarge number of notes relative to each of them,
{ufficient almoft to furnifn anfwers to the queries addrefled to the nobility, -gentry, clergy, and
others, of Great Britain and Ireland, circulated by you a few years ago ; or to make a thin num=
ber of the Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica ; but I really have not had time to digeft and
copy them,””
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